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FROM OUR NATIONAL

RESPONSIBLE

Greetings brothers!

I hope the celebration of
Lenten, Triduum and Easter
mysteries have been fruitful
for you this year. Recently I
was fortunate to give a
presentation to a number of
brothers in the Wichita, KS
| diocese, on the charisms of
Brother Charles and the
value of priest fraternities.
Again and again [ am
affirmed by the faith, dedication and creativity of
brother priests throughout the country who strive
to live simply while ministering in a complex
world. In this newsletter you will find an
invitation to the Month of Nazareth from Mike
Smith. Perhaps for you this is the year to get away
from July 5-30 to deepen your spirituality.
Additionally, you will find summaries of other
priest gatherings, including the International Team
Meeting that was held in January in Cuacaia,
Cearad. Abraham and the international team invite
each of us to reflect on the following questions in
_ our own fraternities:
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I would love to hear your responses and will
then forward them on to the International
Council after the first of the year in
anticipation of the next International Assembly
in Paris in November, 2012.

Easter Blessings!

Mark Mertes

WHAT NAZARETH CAN DO?

| Reflection on the Month of Nazareth from Mike Smith (Coordinator for Month of
;Nazareth this July 2010 in Camarillo, California.)

Nazareth was JesusO home base. He made the big leap from glory into the human |
Ispent most of his time on earth in this small town: eating, sleeping, growing learning, |
;family, learning to support himself and serve others as a carpenter.

» The Month of Nazareth takes us apart from our important ministry as priests to live the
Ibeing brothers: praying, eating, sleeping, working, sharing our experience of God at w
*Doing Adoration daily and a desert day and review of life each week help deepen appre

Icore practices of life in fraternity.
I

Continued on next page
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WHAT NAZARETH CAN DO?

Continued from previous page

| made my original month at age 40, after serving 11 yetirs bugtrto protect them from me. | knew for sure how |
exciting diocesan-wide ministry to introduce Vatigdnpain in the assO. | had to give up participating in th
initiatives. Learning more to be a OlittleO brother andgsextiy and go home to mom and dad at age 50. | re
hospitality to all helped prepared me to live and serve #setiexnonth concluded being able to say OthanksO anc
9 years in a small Black Catholic community. | naadeptance of this totally unexpected but powerful
commitment to live the way of Br. Charles that has shagaihing again how to be a Olittle brother.O

spiritual life ever since. | look forward to coordinating Nazareth 2010 and invite
My 2d experience in 1988 | was supposed to belishern whether this is the year for you to take the plul
coordinator, but found myself with a full blown case of B¢fraiethO with Jesus.

after a 2 month sabbatical in rural Mexico. A key memory was

the evening the nurse came to give each participant arehobiother, Mike Smith.

A PLEA FOR HELP

There is no better formation experience for understanding the charisms of our Fraternity than the Month of
fraternity member should have the opportunity to attend a Month of Nazareth. When | announced plans to

make a Month, one of my own fraternity brothers, Fr. Edward Frank, volunteered to postponeé:, &
family so that he could cover for me. It was a gift, that as a retired priest, Ed could freely mak(%\.,/(uin
be grateful for his generosity of time. \// v/
So, this is a call to any fraternity member who can give a week or a month or anything in betw _r
brother priest so that he might be able to make a Month of Nazareth. Your generosity might ju \ :;z:;-ﬁ
factor in helping someone get to "Nazareth". If you don't mind traveling and you can help p t\\ ‘
please contact me. Also contact me if you need some coverage in order to make the Month th -
be able to make a nice little match. Jerry "Hap" Ragan - 706{¥33-&fAv@hotmail.com

In Christ,

Fr. Jerry

ERIE JESUS CARITAS PRIESTS /
The priests of the Jesus Caritas fraternities in the Diocese of [Erie cAeSPECIAL THANK YOU!

|

together at St Mary of Grace Church, Meadville, January 29, 2|210 to I

reflect upon the charism of poverty in the light of Br. ChjarfedA}¥S TOALL OF THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED

Foucauld and Fr. John Vianney. Dan Hoffman led off witfH& NATIONAL FRATERNITY BY PAYING THEIR I

presentation on the charism, with Bill Barron challenging us tp @owsitier DUES ! INADDITION TO SUPPORTING THE

how each of us, and our fraternities, might share this visibly. JypatbRIAL COUNCIL YOUR DUES WILL ASSIST US IN I
I
I
I
I

Schmolt then facilitated group discussions and large group Ieedb@@ﬁ\lm”\lG $6000TOTHE INTERNATIONAL
The group decided to invite all members of the fraternity in the Di

to an agreed upon day of fasting once each month, suggestirl%?;u%ﬁ?l L TTEYARE BEG|NN|N(;PREPARATIO';%12
Monday. The prayer intention for this day will be, in the nEQRfEWF NEXT INTERNATIONAL ~ASSEMBLY IN -
O UR DONATION WILL ASSIST BROTHERS IN OTHER

months, the priests and church in Haiti. |
: . ~ I TRIESWHO LACK THE ABUNDANT RE RCE
Those attending were: Glenn Whitman, Mark OOHern, Ri I?%i% SWHO LAC v SOURCES
ohn

Mark Nowak, Dick Sullivan, Scott Detisch, Tom Whitmdn, £ POSSESS . ITG NOTTOO LATETO SEND IN
Jacquel, Tom Suppa, John Fischer, and Paul Schill, besides the YOUR DUES !

presenters, who are members of the newest fraternity forn%d in the |
diocese. e, e e e s e s s s e L

Q. - O



mailto:hapragan@hotmail.com
mailto:hapragan@hotmail.com

Month of Nazareth Registration Form

1

1

1
The week "imbedded" retreat will hilyddto July 23 ( Monday - Friday) will be led by Jim Murphy of Ireland. Cost for the w
be around $150.

|:| | plan to attend the Month of Nazareth from July 5 B 31 (includes the retreat)
|:| | plan to attend only the week of retreat from July 19 b 23
Please provide the following information:

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Email

Our contact person for these events is Council Member Joe Greeley. Feel free to contact Joe for more info at frioe@stpancratius.org or
310-612-6381.

Send your registration form to Yahaira Noriega by fax or to our National Office at:

Jesus Caritas
c/o Month of Nazareth
333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1205
Chicago IL 60601
[F] 312.442.9709

YOU CAN ALSO DOWNLOAD THE REGISTRATION FORM AT http://www.jesuscaritasusa.org/index.html

SUMMARY OF JANUARY 2010 INTERNATIONAL TEAM MEETING

Brothers,

We are in Caucaia , Ceart for our fourth International Team Meeting from 12-17 January, 2010. We were received
Fraternity of Brazil who had organized their own annual retreat. Some we recognized as having been with us i
International Assembly in 2006. There were 55 in the group which also included the Little Sisters of Jesus, semin:
institutes of the spiritual family of Brother Charles de Foucauld, and lay people. They reflected on the Oclouds of tes
Brother Charles, Fr. Francisco da Soledade, Antonio Conselheiro, Fr. Ibiana, Santa lzabel and others.

We began our time with a review of life. We had adoration and celebrated Eucharist with the sisters who live in the |
who were on a renewal program. The Sisters of the Heart of Mary were very hospitable to meet our needs. At adore
sharing we remembered the people of Haiti who were suffering after the tragic earthquake during our time of the me
especially concerned about the area since his country is on the same island.

Eddy shared about the European Continental Assembly that was held in Malta in July where there were priests fr
including a priest from Poland. He also shared some news from Jacques Midy about fraternities in countries on tl
New fraternities are starting in Benin, Cameroon, and Chad. We also heard about the sorrows and suffering of prie
about AbrahamOs visit to Canada in October where the brothers were celebrating 50 years of the Fraternity. It was

Continued on next page
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JESUS CARITAS

333 N. Michigan Avenue
Suite 1205
Chicago, IL 60601

[P] 312.442.9700 Ext. 208
[F] 312.442.9709

Please visit us at:
www.jesuscaritasusa.org

List of Council Members

Rev. Mark Mertes
8311 West 9Btreet
Overland Park, KS 66212
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Fraternity of Priests

333 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1205
Chicago, IL 60601

[P] 913.381.2755; [F] 913.381.2766
Emailmmertes@holycrossopks.org

Western Council Member
Rev. Joseph Greeley
3519 St. Pancratius Place
Lakewood, CA 90712

[P] 562.634.6111; [F] 562.634.7817

Emailstpanpastor@shbcglobal.net

Southeastern Council Member
Rev. Jerry Ragan

1420 Monte Sano Avenue
Augusta, GA 30904

[P] 706.733.6627

Emailhapragan@hotmail.com

Central Council Member

Rev. John Cyr

St. Patrick Church of Merna
1001 N. Towanda Barnes Road
Bloomington, IL 61705

[P] 217.649.6873

Email:friohncyr@yahoo.com

Eastern Council Member
Rev. Jerry Devore

44 Haddon Street, #3
Bridgeport, CT 06605
[P] 203.334.7946

Emailgtd103@optimum.net

South Central Council Member
Rev. Phil Henning

5667 Old Pearsall Road
San Antonio, TX 78242

[P] 210.623.3970

EmailPhenning74@hotmail.com

Northwestern Council Member
Rev. Dick Rossman

1150 Maxwell Road
Eugene, OR 97404

[P] 541.579.3569

Emaildickr@stpetereugene.org

SUMMARY OF JANUARY 2010 INTERNATIONAL
TEAM MEETING

Continued from previous page

prepared celebration. Richard told us about his visit to the Philippines in October whe
National Assembly was celebrating 30 years of the Fraternity. Edo Corazon arranged for
visit fraternities on Mindanao and Panay. JosZ shared about the seminarian retreat in Alag
the TaizZ monastery in July. This is giving a new way to promote and renew the Fraterni
also heard about the Month of Nazareth that was going on in Goits at the time of our meeti

We heard good words about the Months of Nazareth in France, Spain, USA, Germany,
Faso, Canada, and Morocco. These show promise for new life in the Fraternity.

Looking ahead to 2010 Abraham will plan to visit Africa in July. Abraham and Eddy pla
special gathering at Viviers in late July. JosZ will try to have contacts with the countries of
Richard will continue to follow up on Asian contacts.

The date and place for the International Assembly will be: November 6-21, 2012 in France
prayer is that all countries will be present.

Fraternally,
Abraham, Eddy, JosZ, Richard
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